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	Immediately After the Engagement:

· Discuss a budget and the size and style of the wedding. 

· Reserve wedding and reception sites; make initial catering contacts.

· Register at local bridal registries.

· Contact photographers; hire one. 

	  Six Months or More Before:

· Compile the guest list. .

· Select and order wedding gown and bridesmaids outfits

· Select ushers (one for every 50 guests.)

· Check out video services. Hire one.

· Make arrangements for the music at the wedding and reception.

· Check out bakers. Get estimates. Book the date.

· Make all transportation arrangements to and from the wedding and the reception.

· Complete all honeymoon plans. If traveling outside the country, check on visas, passports and inoculations. 

	Four Months Before:

· Complete the guest list and confirm final details with the caterer.

· Order invitations and personal stationery or “Thank You” notes.

· Purchase any other items needed for the ceremony and reception. Check with the caterer to see what they include.

· Visit the photographer again to discuss specifics

· Get estimates and order flowers and floral arrangements for wedding and reception.

· Get estimates and order balloons, decorations and favors for wedding and reception.

· Book room for wedding night. 

	Three Months Before:

· Choose and order wedding rings. Allow time for any final engraving.

· Order suits for the groomsmen and fathers. 

	Two Months Before:

· Post invitations 

· Make appointments with the hairdresser for the bride and attendants. 

· Buy a wedding gift for your attendants and helpers.

	One Month Before:

· Choose all accessories, shoes and lingerie for bridal gown.

· Have final fitting for bridal gown and bridesmaids’ dresses.

· Have beauty consultant do a trial run with bride’s hair and makeup. 

· Have groomsmen measured for the formal wear.

· Plan seating arrangements.

	Two Weeks Before:

· Get the marriage license. Be sure to bring all needed documents.

· Walk through the entire event in your mind. Consider things like parking, access for handicapped guests, etc. 

· Check in with caterer, photographer, video, musicians, transport, DJ, florist, etc. to confirm all arrangements.

· “Break in” wedding shoes at home. 

	One Week Before:

· Appoint someone to act as an “organizer” to handle any last minute problems.

· Give a final guest count to the caterer.

· Confirm honeymoon arrangements.

· Pack for the honeymoon. Know what you’ll wear from the reception.

	One Day Before:

· Shake uncontrollably throughout the day

· Organize gown, accessories, etc. to go to ceremony. 

	Wedding Day:

· Wonder what your playing at

· Have a glass of wine.

· Get hair, makeup, etc. done.

· Enjoy the day! 


